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Observing the Season of Lent at St. Paul’s

Welcome to St. Paul’s, Brookline.  
We are grateful for your presence with us as we 
journey together through this season of Lent.
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

15 St. Paul Street, Brookline, MA 02446

617-566-4953      stpaulsbrookline.org
What is Lent? 

The forty days of Lent, beginning on Ash Wednesday, are a time of introspection, self-examination, and deliberate attention to the redeeming power of God in our lives.  Our worship this season strives to reflect this Lenten mood.  In the language of the service, you will notice a focus on God’s mercy in our lives.  

We spend this time in reflection to prepare for the great joy that awaits us on Easter.  We are an Easter people.  Lent gives us the opportunity to make the necessary room in our lives to experience the power of the resurrection for ourselves.

We invite you to join in this part of our community’s life together and pray you’ll find it food for your soul.  Abundant blessings for a Holy Lent.
Observing Lent at St. Paul’s

At St. Paul’s we mark the season of Lent through changes in what we say, what we hear, and what we see on Sundays.  We also hold special services and gatherings during the week.  Here is some of what you can expect:
What you will see:

During Lent, we use purple for the vestments and on the altar.  Purple is used for seasons of reflection and renewed commitment to God.  Instead of flowers, we use bare branches to remind us that, although there are times when we feel separated from God, the hope of new life and a new relationship with God is, like spring, just around the corner.

The cocoon/butterfly mobile hanging over the altar is made each year by the children of St. Paul’s. Through the forty days of Lent, cocoons remind us of the temporary nature of death and the butterflies that wait inside will be visible signs of the resurrections that happen in our lives every day.

The "Goat Basket" in front of the altar is used to gather loose change from the children of the parish during the offertory.  The money is sent to Episcopal Relief and Development's Goat project, which provides goats to families in need of a stable source of food and earnings. The project also provides a family with the opportunity to create a regular income.
What you will hear:

The hymns and service music have been chosen to reflect the mood and theme of each particular Sunday in Lent.  You might notice the music has a more reflective tone than at other times in the church year.  

For Lent we will be singing a Kyrié, Sanctus, and Fraction anthem by the Anglo-Canadian composer, Healey Willan (1880-1968), referred to by many as the "Dean of Canadian composers".  These three settings, from his Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena, are among the most lyrical in our hymnbook and much beloved throughout the Anglican church.  As we sing them week to week, let their melodic movement and harmonic inspiration open your ears anew to the words we know so well.

The language of our prayers during Lent focuses on God’s abundant mercy in our lives and our continued need of God’s mercy and Grace.  We say the General Confession, and begin each service with the “Penitential Rite”.  This is meant to set the tone for the service, though it is important to remember that every Sunday throughout the year is a celebration of the Resurrection.  Even in the middle of Lent, our eyes and hope are set on Easter.

How You Can Join the Journey:

There are lots of opportunities to create a Lenten journey here at St. Paul’s.  We hope you will join us for as many of these offerings as is possible.

Friday House Churches 

For several years, the community of St. Paul’s has gathered in parishioners homes on Friday nights during Lent for a simple meal and fellowship.  This year, we will meet on five Fridays in Lent: Feb. 26, March 5, 12, 19, 26, and we will discuss chapters from the book The Last Week:  What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus's Final Days in Jerusalem by Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan.  All interested may attend any or every Friday, may read the book ahead, or join in the discussion and fellowship without having read the book.  All are welcome to participate as much or as little as schedules allow.  Books are available from Jeff for $10.  (If you are ordering online, the ISBN is 978-0-06-087260-1)  Childcare will be provided.  Please watch the weekly announcements for the location of each week's house church.
Adult Education

9:00 on Sundays in the Lichtenberger Room

“Paul, the Apostle” led by the Rev. Gordon Schultz

“He ‘invented’ Christianity. He arrogantly took the religion of Jesus and turned it into a religion about Jesus, distorted Jewish biblical faith, and created a hoax. His authoritarian rantings denigrated his opponents, derided Jews, and denied women the equality that Jesus demanded.”

These are only some of the charges brought against a first century Jew by the name of Paul, originally from what is now Turkey — an extraordinary traveler through the Mediterranean world and prodigious writer of letters. Others consider Paul a faithful interpreter of the message that the first followers of Jesus handed on to him, and more than that, that Paul himself received a direct revelation from the resurrected Jesus.

We will look at the controversy that has swirled around Paul since his own lifetime to the present. We will consider the claims made about Paul and try to assess them using the tools of modern historical research. We will look at the core of his thought and trace how it changed over his life, ending in his execution by the man he hoped to convert, the Emperor of Rome, Caesar. And we will ask why he was executed. In this question we will discover perhaps the most surprising connection to the historical Jesus that virtually all commentators of the past didn't see, and that we only know now because of new methods of social and historical research.

No matter what one thinks about Paul and his writing, he is a giant, intellectually, spiritually, even poetically. His importance may be impossible to overstate, as there simply is no way to understand or account for the rise of Western civilization and Christianity around the world without coming to grips with the figure of Paul the Apostle.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Burning of the Palms

Tuesday, February 16

If you're not heading to the Big Easy for Mardi Gras, come feast on pancakes, don Mardi Gras apparel and enjoy fellowship and revelry before Lent begins!  Ever wonder where the ashes for Ash Wednesday come from?  We'll gather together and burn our palms from Palm Sunday last year.  These burned palms, mixed with spiced oil, become the ashes for our Ash Wednesday service. The Pancake Supper is $5 for adults and $3 for children under 12, or $10 per family.  All proceeds will benefit the Honduras Mission Trip.

Parish Quiet Day

Saturday, March 20

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Need to ‘get away from it all’ without going too far?  Join us for a day long retreat at St. Paul’s.  Using a combination of silence, guided meditation, and opportunities for shared reflection and worship, the Quiet Day will provide an opportunity to listen for how it is God is moving in our lives.  Everyone is welcome.  Please call the parish office to register.  A simple lunch will be provided.  There is no cost for this retreat.
Lenten Worship Schedule:

Ash Wednesday

February 17

Join us for the Ash Wednesday Liturgy with the Imposition of Ashes at 7:30 p.m.  Members of the Lavazza Chamber Ensemble will provide the music.

The Five Sundays in Lent

February 21, 28, March 7, 14, and 21

Sunday morning services at 8:00 in the Chapel and 10:00 in the sanctuary.   The first Sunday in Lent will begin with the Great Litany.  Each of the remaining Sundays in Lent will begin with the Penitential Order.  Along with our Sunday School classes, which are focusing on the Psalms, we will be featuring the Psalms appointed each week, with offerings from the choir, various musical offerings from members of the congregation, and the whole congregation.  

Holy Week 

Holy Week is the culmination of our Lenten journey as it moves us through the events of Jesus’ final days on earth.  It begins with Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem; marks his betrayal and arrest; allows us to sit at the foot of the cross and the empty tomb; and delivers us, once again triumphant at the empty tomb and Jesus’ resurrection.  

We encourage you to attend as many of our services during Holy Week as you can.  It is a powerful experience to walk this week together, and makes the glorious “Alleluias” on Easter that much more joyful.  Childcare will be available for these services.  Please contact the office if you will need childcare so appropriate arrangements can be made.
The Sunday of the Passion:  Palm Sunday

Sunday, March 28 at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
A grand procession of Palms begins in joyful remembrance of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.  In the course of the service, we move into the solemnity of Holy Week.

Way of the Cross with Eucharist

Monday, March 29 and Tuesday, March 30 at 7:30 p.m.
The Way of the Cross is a poignant way to experience the journey of Holy Week.  As we move together to each station, we are moved by the words and imagery reminding us of Jesus’ journey to the cross.  This simple liturgy is followed by Holy Communion gathered together around the altar.

Tenebrae

Wednesday, March 31 at 7:30 p.m.
Based on the monastic services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday, this beautiful liturgy uses light and word to move us through death’s temporary win over life, and reminds us of life’s ultimate triumph.

Maundy Thursday

Thursday, April 1 at 7:30 p.m.
This service takes us through the events on the night before Jesus’ death.   We wash each other’s feet to remember Jesus’ own act of service and love.  The Holy Eucharist recalls the first Eucharist when Jesus commanded us, “Do this in remembrance of Me.”  We move into the Parish Hall to share an Agape Meal, a simple offering of soup, and bread, meant to invoke Jesus’ last meal with his disciples.  The service ends with the Stripping of the Altar, a powerful symbol of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest.  

Good Friday

Friday, April 2

5:00 p.m. Children’s Good Friday Service

An age appropriate liturgy to help children to experience the mystery and hope of Holy Week

7:30 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy

This evocative service brings us to the foot of the cross.  We end in silence as we begin our wait for the resurrection.
Easter Services

Saturday, April 3

7:30 p.m. The Great Vigil of Easter 

This service begins with the lighting of the New Fire of Easter and processes inside to hear the ancient accounts of God’s saving work in the world.  In this service we move from Lent into Easter, from death to resurrection. Please bring your bells to the Vigil to join in this joyful noise of praise and thanksgiving.  With this sound and the shout of “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!” we begin our great celebration of the Resurrection – the first Eucharist of Easter.

Sunday, April 4

9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  Sunday of the Resurrection

Easter is here!  We’ll celebrate in grand style with two Festival Eucharists.  Come join us as we sing, “Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!”

10:00 a.m. St. Paul’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Between the services, children are invited to hunt for Easter Eggs on the lawn of the church.  
